
Title 1 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

This title is intended for those provisions of the Code which 

apply generally to the Code as a whole. 
 

Chapters: 
1.01 Code Adoption 

1.04 General Provisions 

1.08 Official Seal 

1.12 Standard Time 

1.16 City Flower 

1.20 Datum Point 

1.24 Sister Cities 

 

Chapter 1.01 

CODE ADOPTION 
 
Sections: 

1.01.010 Code adopted. 
1.01.020 Copies as proof of ordinances. 
1.01.030 New or amendatory material. 
1.01.040 Single subject requirement 

met. 
 
Statutory Reference: For statutory provisions regarding the codification 

of City ordinances, see RCW 35.21.500 through 35.21.570. 

 
1.01.010 Code adopted. 
 The compilation and codification of City ordin-
ances of general application, passed and approved 
on or before November 19, 1979, through Ordin-
ance 108635, filed with the City Clerk by the City 
Attorney on September 19, 1980, the 1980 Sup-
plement thereto, including ordinances passed and 
approved on or before December 31, 1980, filed 
with the City Clerk on May 30, 1981, and the 1981 
Supplement thereto, including ordinances passed 
and approved on or before December 31, 1981, 
and filed with the City Clerk, are adopted as the 
Official Code of The City of Seattle to be known 
hereafter as the “Seattle Municipal Code.” The 
Code may be cited by its abbreviation “SMC.” Or-
dinances of general applicability passed and ap-
proved after December 31, 1981, and numbered 
from Ordinance 110330 remain valid and subsist-
ing law of the City. Such ordinances shall later be 

made part of the Seattle Municipal Code in the 
manner provided in Section 1.01.030. (Ord. 
110757 § 1, 1982: Ord. 109954 § 1, 1981: Ord. 
109560 § 1, 1980.) 
 
1.01.020 Copies as proof of ordinances. 
 In accordance with RCW 35.21.550 (Chapter 7, 
Section 35.21.550, Laws of Washington 1965), 
copies of the Seattle Municipal Code shall be re-
ceived in all courts and administrative tribunals of 
the City and the state as ordinances of the City of 
permanent and general effect without further 
proof; Provided, that in case of conflict between 
shoreline environmental classifications shown on 
maps contained in this Code and maps adopted by 
Section 21A.28 of the Zoning Ordinance (86300) 
(Sections 24.14.030 and 24.60.365 of the Seattle 
Municipal Code) together with ordinance amend-
ments thereto, the classifications adopted by the 
ordinances referred to shall be controlling. (Ord. 
110757 § 2, 1982: Ord. 109560 § 2, 1980.) 
 
1.01.030 New or amendatory material. 
 In accordance with RCW 35.12.560 (Chapter 7, 
Section 35.21.560, Laws of Washington 1965), 
new, amendatory or other materials altering the 
Seattle Municipal Code shall be adopted by the 
City’s legislative authority as separate ordinances, 
as provided by Article IV of the City Charter,1 
prior to inclusion in the Seattle Municipal Code. 
After adoption of the Code, any ordinance amend-
ing the codification shall set forth in full the sec-
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tion or sections, or subsection or subsections of the 
codification being amended, as the case may be, 
and the same shall constitute a sufficient com-
pliance with that provision of Article IV of the 
City Charter1 requiring sections to be amended to 
be set forth in full in the text of the amending or-
dinance. (Ord. 109560 § 3, 1980.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Charter is included at the beginning of this Code. 

 
1.01.040 Single subject requirement met. 
 In accordance with the provisions of RCW 
35.21.570 (Chapter 7, Section 35.21.570, Laws of 
Washington 1965), adoption of the Seattle Munici-
pal Code by the ordinance codified in this chapter 
constitutes sufficient compliance with that provi-
sion of Article IV of the City Charter1 requiring 
that no ordinance shall contain more than one (1) 
subject to be clearly expressed in its title. (Ord. 
109560 § 4, 1980.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Charter is included at the beginning of this Code. 

 
 

Chapter 1.04 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Sections: 

1.04.010 Severability. 
1.04.020 Effective dates of ordinances. 

 
1.04.010 Severability. 
 The provisions of this Code are declared to be 
separate and severable. The invalidity of any 
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, 
chapter, title or other portion of this Code, or the 
invalidity of the application thereof to any person 
or circumstance shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder of this Code, or the validity of its appli-
cation to other persons or circumstances. 
(Ord. 109560 § 11, 1980.) 
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1.04.020 Effective dates of ordinances. 
 Except to the extent otherwise provided in a 
specific ordinance, each ordinance of the City shall 
take effect and be in force as follows: 
 A. If approved by the Mayor and returned to 
the City Council or the City Clerk within ten (10) 
days after its presentation to the Mayor, thirty (30) 
days after the Mayor’s approval; 
 B. If within ten (10) days after its presentation 
to the Mayor it is returned to the City Council or 
the City Clerk without the Mayor’s approval or 
disapproval, thirty (30) days after its return; 
 C. If not returned to the City Council or the 
City Clerk within ten (10) days after presentation 
to the Mayor, forty-five (45) days after passage by 
the City Council; or 
 D. If disapproved by the Mayor and upon re-
consideration again passed by the City Council, 
thirty (30) days after such reconsidered passage. 
(Ord. 117178 § 1, 1994.) 
 
 

Chapter 1.08 

OFFICIAL SEAL 
 
Sections: 

1.08.010 Seal described. 
 
Statutory Reference: For statutory provisions regarding the corporate 

seal, see RCW 35.21.010. 

 
1.08.010 Seal described. 
 The official common seal of the City shall be an 
imprint of a drawing in profile of the face and head 
of Chief Seattle in the center of a circle, and on the 
upper outer edges of the circle and partially encir-
cling the imprint, the words “Corporate Seal Of 
The,” and in a smaller circle under said words and 
above the imprint the words “City of Seattle,” and 
within the circle and under the imprint the figures 
“1869.” 
(Ord. 67033 § 1, 1937.) 
 
 

Chapter 1.12 

STANDARD TIME 
 
Sections: 

1.12.010 Standard Time adopted. 
1.12.020 Standard Time to govern. 

 

Statutory Reference: For statutory provisions on Standard Time, see 

RCW 1.20.050 and 1.20.051. 

 
1.12.010 Standard Time adopted. 
 There is adopted as the Standard Time for the 
City the mean solar time of the one hundred and 
twentieth degree of longitude west from Green-
wich, time is known and designated as Pacific 
Standard Time; provided that during the period 
commencing at two a.m. (2:00 a.m.) Pacific Stan-
dard Time of the last Sunday in April of each year 
and ending at two a.m. (2:00 a.m.) Pacific Stan-
dard Time of the last Sunday in October of each 
year, said Pacific Standard Time shall be advanced 
by one (1) hour and such time as so advanced shall 
be the Standard Time of the City during such pe-
riod. 
(Ord. 95463 § 1, 1967: Ord. 66705 § 1, 1936.) 
 
1.12.020 Standard Time to govern. 
 The Standard Time provided for in this chapter 
shall govern the opening and closing of all City 
public offices therein; and in all provisions of the 
Charter and ordinances of the City, and in all or-
ders, rules and regulations pursuant thereto, relat-
ing to the time of performance of any act by any 
person or by any officer or official department of 
the City, or relating to the time within which any 
right shall accrue or determine, or within which 
any act shall or shall not be performed by any per-
son pursuant to the Charter or ordinances of the 
City, it shall be understood and intended that the 
time within which the act is or is not to be per-
formed, or such rights shall accrue or determine, 
shall be the Standard Time of the City as adopted 
in this chapter. 
(Ord. 66705 § 2, 1936.) 
 
 

Chapter 1.16 

CITY FLOWER 
 
Sections: 

1.16.010 Flower designated. 
1.16.020 Park Board—Requested to 

plant and display dahlias. 
1.16.030 Officers and employees to 

encourage private cultivation. 
 
1.16.010 Flower designated. 
 The dahlia is designated as Seattle’s City flower. 
(Ord. 32137 § 1, 1913.) 
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1.16.020 Park Board—Requested to plant 

and display dahlias. 
 The Park Board is requested to plant and culti-
vate dahlias in suitable quantities and places, and 
to make effective displays of said flowers in the 
City parks and grounds, and to provide dahlias for 
display and decorations at public and municipal 
meetings and occasions. 
(Ord.32137 § 2, 1913.) 
 
1.16.030 Officers and employees to 

encourage private cultivation. 
 The officers and employees of the City are re-
quested to encourage the public to plant and culti-
vate dahlias and other flowers for beautifying pri-
vate grounds and parking strips to the end that 
Seattle may be and become known as “The City 
Beautiful.” 
(Ord. 32137 § 3, 1913.) 
 
 

Chapter 1.20 

DATUM POINT 
 
Sections: 

1.20.010 Datum point established. 
 
1.20.010 Datum point established. 
 A base or datum point or line is established on 
the lower step at the entrance to the Pioneer Block 
in The City of Seattle, at the southwest corner the-
reof, the point or datum line being 18.79 feet be-
low the top of the step, the point or datum line be-
ing in correspondance and in harmony with the 
datum point or line heretofore fixed by Ordinance 
No. 383.1 
(Ord. 1836 § 1, 1891.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Ord. 383 established a datum point with reference to 

the Dexter Horton and Company’s Bank Building, which was de-
stroyed in the fire of 1889. 

 
 

Chapter 1.24 

SISTER CITIES 
 
Sections: 

1.24.010 Agreements authorized. 
1.24.020 Sister Cities designated. 

 

1.24.010 Agreements authorized. 
 The Mayor is authorized to enter into agree-
ments with Sister Cities and with Sister Cities Af-
filiation Committees as may be designated by reso-
lution of the City Council. 
(Ord. 108563 § 1, 1979.) 
 
1.24.020 Sister Cities designated. 
 The following are recognized as Sister Cities: 

Kobe, Japan 
Bergen, Norway 

Tashkent, U.S.S.R. 
Beer Sheva, Israel 

Other Sister Cities shall be designated by resolu-
tion of the City Council.1 
(Ord. 108563 § 2, 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The following have been designated Sister Cities by 

the resolutions listed: 

 
 Resolution Sister City 
 
 23472 Dawson City, Yukon Territory, Canada 

 26208 Mazatlan, Mexico 

 26369 Nantes, France 

 26492 Christchurch, New Zealand 

 26545 Mombasa, Kenya 

 26736 Chongqing, People’s Republic of China 

 27089 Limbe, Cameroon 

 27202 Managua, Nicaragua 

 27417 Galway, Republic of Ireland 

 27418 Reykjavik, Iceland 
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